
Visit the Survival web site at: 
www.survivalcoalitionwi.org

Real Lives, Real Work, Real Smart, 
Wisconsin Investing in People with Disabilities

For additional information contact Survival Coalition co-chairs: 
Maureen Ryan, 608-444-3842; moryan@charter.net 
Beth Swedeen, 608-266-1166; Beth.Swedeen@wisconsin.gov
Kit Kerschensteiner, 608-267-0214; Kitk@drwi.org

Families who have a child with significant disabilities are more likely to live in poverty and experience 
financial hardship and stress than other families.  Yet in WI over 1 in 3 eligible children and families 
are waiting for services that help them live at home and be part of their communities.

Children and families 
are waiting for critical 
supports. 

Ask:  End the wait for families. End the wait for children. Increase funding for children’s long term 
supports.

Supporting Families     End the Wait for Children and Families

64% 36% 36% of eligible children are 
awaiting services, while 64% 
are receiving them.

People Should Not Have to Choose Between HealthCare and Work
Health Care     Fix Medical Assistance Purchase Plan (MAPP): 

When asked why they 
aren’t working or can’t 
increase their hours, 
41% of people with 
disabilities say they are 
afraid of losing benefits.

MAPP allows people with disabilities to work without 
losing access to the Medicaid healthcare they need. 
Much like a typical insurance plan, MAPP participants 
pay a premium to “buy-in” to the Medicaid program.  
However, because of problems with MAPP some 
people are paying more for a premium than they earn at 
their job. Many people have to turn down work or can’t 
increase their hours.

41%

Ask:  Support coordinating the transportation resources and options that are available right now which 
will  give people more access to transportation and save money. 

Transportation      Help People Get Where they Need to Go 

Ask:  Fix the MAPP program to remove disincentives to work, such as  treating earned and unearned 
income the same for purposes of determining how much someone will pay for a premium.

Coordinate Transportation!
Under current system, 
different programs fund 
different trips requiring 
each program to pay for 
a round trip.

With coordination between 
Medical Transportation and 
other transportation programs, 
rides can be combined making 
trips easier for the user and less 
expensive for both programs.

Long-Term Care     Pay Attention to Family Care and IRIS

Ask:  There is a lot at stake for 60,000 people in Family Care and IRIS. Legislators 
must have an ongoing and active role overseeing the redesigned long term care 
system.


