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Updates from DC: What May Happen Next

• The House may resume negotiations on the American Health Care 
Act (AHCA), the measure that would repeal major parts of the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and make dramatic cuts to the Medicaid 
program. 

• House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) has indicated that the AHCA bill 
will not be brought to a vote in the House until enough votes are 
secured for it to pass. 

• President Trump would like a deal in first 100 days – by April 29.

• MacArthur Amendment to the American Health Care Act made 
more changes.



Other Updates from the 115th Congress: What 
May Happen Next

•We can’t rest easy

• Some Medicaid cuts proposed in the AHCA may 
show up in other legislative vehicles 

•Pushing back on “able-bodied” arguments: 
Dispelling the myths of Medicaid



Advice for Wisconsin Advocates

•Continued education and engagement at the federal 
level

• Engagement at the state level; all levels are 
extremely important

• Importance of sharing real-life impacts

•Keep Up the Good Work! 



Key Concerns Remain
• Medicaid would be cut by $839 billion over 10 years. The bill would 

radically restructure the entire Medicaid program by converting it to a per 
capita cap or block grant. These changes will force states to make 
decisions on who should be covered under state Medicaid programs, 
whether people have to wait for services, and what services and supports 
are included.

• States could choose not to cover Essential Health Benefits, effectively 
ending pre-existing conditions protections. Now most plans must cover 
key services, such as inpatient and outpatient care, prescription drugs, 
mental health treatment, substance abuse treatment, and maternity care. 

• States could allow insurers to charge people higher premiums for health 
coverage based on their health which means insurers could once again 
discriminate based against people based on their medical history. 



Estimates of Medicaid cuts to WI

8

• Congress has not received official per-state 
estimates of the impacts of cuts to Medicaid.

• The Urban Institute has calculated that the 
American Health Care Act as approved by the 
House Budget Committee would result in a $1 
billion cut over 10 years to Wisconsin Medicaid 
funds. 

• http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files
/4-13-17health-factsheets-wi.pdf

http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/4-13-17health-factsheets-wi.pdf


Congressional Budget Office Summary of AHCA (3/13/17)

• States would have to choose whether to add extra state money 
to fully support their Medicaid programs and services, or reduce 
spending by cutting payments to providers, eliminating optional 
services, restricting eligibility, or (if feasible)  delivering services 
more efficiently

• CBO prediction: states would adopt a mix of these  
approaches, resulting  in  federal savings.





Make your Message Clear and Personal

“Cuts to Medicaid will mean…
…we will lose our respite care”

…I will end up in a nursing home”

…I will lose my job coach and then lose my job”

…I won’t be able to live in my own apartment anymore”

…I will get inadequate health care and end up in the hospital”

…My son’s school could lose Medicaid funding for school services”

(You finish the sentence to fit your situation)



Our Questions #1

• This is causing such terrible stress for families all over our state. Some 
Wisconsin Congressional GOP members seem to feel comfortable 
voting on this along party lines on this. How do we make them 
accountable to constituents and feel the heat? 



Our Questions #2

• How we get through to legislators that this plan has not been fully 
thought out in terms of the economic impact given how many 
different jobs/different types of jobs will be impacted? 



Our Questions #3

• How can we work with our state legislators to put the heat on their 
federal counterparts or is that not worth the time?

Your 2 state legislators: 800-362-9472

The Governor: 608-266-1212



Our Questions #4

• We have been working on contacting our members of the House. 
What is a US Senate strategy? 



U.S. Senator Ron Johnson 



Advocacy Strategy for  Wisconsin 
House Members and U.S. Senators

1. Make a call this week: Remind them you are paying 
attention

• Vote NO on any cuts to Medicaid

• Remove the Medicaid cuts from any proposals

• Cuts to Medicaid will hurt Wisconsin residents and economy

2. ASK FOR A MEETING - when member returns to WI

3. CALL LOCAL RADIO

4. POST ON SOCIAL MEDIA

5. MAKE STATE CALLS; YOUR LEGISLATOR; GOVERNOR 
WALKER



Make a call 
this Week!

If you don’t 
know who 
your rep is:

www.govtrack
.us/Congress/
members

http://www.govtrack.us/Congress/members


Many Communities have Local Radio Talk or News

• Call and ask: 
oDo you have a regular talk show about issues? 
oDoes your news department interview residents about local 

issues? 
oI am part of a local group that has been trying to talk to 

Congressman X about Medicaid because I use a Medicaid 
program X. Did you know there are expected to be $1 billion cut 
to Medicaid in WI? That will impact X people in our area. 
oWe have been trying to get Congressman/US Senator to listen 

to us. We feel people’s lives really are at stake. 



Radio: Tell Local Stories: Use local # 
• Find local stories you can talk about and use local 

numbers of people impacted 

• http://www.survivalcoalitionwi.org/index.php/201
7/updates/results-and-stories-from-survival-
coalitions-am-i-impacted-by-medicaid-survey/

http://www.survivalcoalitionwi.org/index.php/2017/updates/results-and-stories-from-survival-coalitions-am-i-impacted-by-medicaid-survey/


Join Your District Action Team

Search for your closed District page on 
Facebook:

•1st District Medicaid Advocates: Ryan

•2nd District Medicaid Advocates:Pocan

•3rd District Medicaid Advocates:Kind

•4th District Advocates

•5th District Medicaid Advocates:Sensenbrenner

•6th District Medicaid Advocates:Grothman

•7th District Medicaid Advocates:Duffy

•8th District Medicaid Advocates:Gallagher

https://www.facebook.com/groups/784503591726365/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/752254151600771/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/750585698438195/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/915506175219491/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1684118541887911/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/276717846089560/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/274150876371529/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1678878412408216/


Post to Social Media

#SaveMedicaid
#CapsAreCuts



Connect a Medicaid comment to a post

• @SpeakerRyan did you know 
vets often use Medicaid for their 
healthcare needs? Vets have 
high rates of PTSD. Cutting $1 
billion in Wisconsin Medicaid 
won’t help vets. #SaveMedicaid 
#CapsAreCuts



Want to Submit a Letter to the Editor? 

• Contact Beth 
Swedeen: 
Beth.Swedeen@
wisconsin.gov

mailto:Beth.Swedeen@wisconsin.gov


Want a Customized Medicaid Meme? 

• Contact Katy: Kmorgandavies@gmail.com

• Send Katy the photo you want

• The name you want listed

• The services you want listed

• Your color preference

mailto:Kmorgandavies@gmail.com


Stay Updated! 

• Sign up for News - go to “Keep 
Up with The Arc Wisconsin”: 
https://arcwi.org/

https://arcwi.org/

