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 Local Members of Disability Community Who Use Medicaid

These individuals and families have agreed to share their name, contact info, and story with the media. You can contact them for media interviews.

 

Name: Kathy Hahn for Liz Hahn
Phone:   262-246-9763
Residence: Sussex in Waukesha County


WHAT CUTS TO MEDICAID WOULD MEAN TO ME/MY FAMILY: In 1997, daughter was smallest baby born to survive In WI. We have depended on the various programs since birth to give our daughter the best quality of life possible. Medicaid has given much needed support and assistance over the years. Early interventions are so critical. Ability to utilize IRIS program to obtain financial support to give daughter life she wants with care givers she knows and trusts plus opportunities that meet her needs like in home Art therapy. 

Name: Ryan and Melissa Freund
Phone:   262-527-0011
Residence: New Berlin, Waukesha County

WHAT CUTS TO MEDICAID WOULD MEAN TO ME/MY FAMILY: Our daughter is supported through the Katie Beckett Medicaid program. She has a newly discovered genetic disorder. This has led to cognitive disability, 3 open heart surgeries, 2 hand surgeries, a spinal cord surgery, multiple hip procedures and surgeries, and a few other things. Medicaid will be critical throughout her life. 
Name: Teri O'Grady
Phone:   262-542-6193
Residence: Waukesha, Waukesha County 
WHAT CUTS TO MEDICAID WOULD MEAN TO ME/MY FAMILY: Medicaid has allowed our 23 year old daughter to actively participate in her community with meaningful activities.  She attends ACap (adapted community approach program) 4 days a week.  Here she takes classes to make her more independent, volunteers in the community (i.e. meals on wheels), and explores the arts.  She participates in the ACap playmakers which put on shows during the year. Colleen attends a weekly adapted art class, she is very artistic.  Colleen has a trainer who works with Colleen in the pool to help with weight and knee pain. She has a job coach so she can work at Pick n save as a bagger. All of these activities are possible thru Medicaid funding under the Iris program.

Colleen is covered under her father's health insurance thru his employer.  Medicaid covers Colleen's co-pays for medical care and medications. Our family private pays for speech services and transportation by the city's bus system for disabled persons.

Our long term goal is for Colleen to continue in her activities and eventually move outside of our home into a group, supported setting-not a nursing home. Hopefully by the age of 30. At that time I will be 72, and we need to plan for her after her father and I are gone. She will still need Medicaid funding as she will no longer be covered by her father's health insurance after he retires or when she turns 26. And she will still have living expenses. Medicaid funding is very important to our family.
Name: Marion Holmberg

Phone: 262-527-4375
Residence: Waukesha, Waukesha County 

WHAT CUTS TO MEDICAID WOULD MEAN TO ME/MY FAMILY: Cuts to Medicaid would be devastating to my family.  My daughter Meara is 21 and a graduate of Project SEARCH. She uses IRIS. She is employed by the Elmbrook School District as a kitchen aide.  In order to be successful at her job she needs ongoing support from a job coach (funded by Medicaid).  She also gives back to her community volunteering with the help of a mentor.  Meara's support needs are significant.

My son John is 18.  Medicaid funding pays for prevocational training, preparing John for future employment.

My daughter Lia is 16.  She uses CLTS, which gives her the opportunity to learn vocational skills and also provides mentoring for her to become more independent in the community.

I look at my kids and see a bright future ahead as they continue to have these necessary supports. They will be able to live and work in their communities.  What will happen to my children with the cuts?
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