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Madison, WI 53708
Re: 13.10 Request, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation services.
Dear Joint Finance Committee members: 

On January 16th, the Department of Workforce Development submitted a 13.10 request to Joint Finance requesting an additional $11 million in state funding for the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) so it can provide services through June 30, 2027, and eliminate the current wait list that was re-instituted in December of 2025. Survival Coalition urges the committee to approve this request.
DVR helps people with disabilities to find a job, keep their job, or get a better job in the community. More people with disabilities want to work and are asking from help from DVR. Because DVR doesn't have enough money, in December 2025, DVR began putting people with disabilities who are applying for DVR on a waitlist. 

3000 individuals have already been placed on the waitlist. The Department estimates 1000 additional people will be added to the wait list each month. The current wait list means individuals may need to wait up to a year for help with employment. The waitlist will continue to grow until enough state funding is available. The longer the legislature waits to act, the more time it will take to reduce the waiting list and so that people with disabilities who need help are able to be served in real time.
Governor Walker ended the wait lists for DVR by signing a bill authorizing full funding in 2014, and DVR has not had a wait list until December of 2025. We know from work in Wisconsin that our Board did for our Let’s Get to Work program that getting a job for kids with disabilities while still in high school doubles their chance of lifelong employment. People with disabilities face the biggest barriers to employment.

President Trump and Congress both recognize the value of DVR services. Both the President’s 2026 budget and Congress’s current appropriation bill calls for an increase in funding for federal vocational rehabilitation (Congress is proposing 10% increase, which is less than the increase proposed in the President’s budget). The federal government provides 80% federal funding when the state meets it’s 20% match obligation. Fully meeting the state match for DVR will enable Wisconsin to receive significantly more federal funds to support employment for people with disabilities.

The current wait list means youth/students with disabilities—where early job connection is most likely to lead to a lifetime of employment—are being told to wait when they express interest in working. 

Data consistently shows that DVR services are an effective and a critical intervention that results in students with disabilities transitioning from school to the workforce.  When students and people with disabilities in Family Care, IRIS, or CLTS (Wisconsin’s Home and Community Based long term care programs) are enrolled in DVR, these services increase the numbers of people who are working jobs in their communities, the number of hours they work, and the average wages they are paid. 
Survival Coalition is comprised of more than 20 statewide disability organizations that advocate and support policies and practices that lead to the full inclusion, participation, and contribution of people living with disability. 
Thank you for your consideration,
Survival Co-Chairs:

Patti Becker, beckerp@clanet.org; (608) 240-8503
Jason Glozier, jglozier@wcilc.org (608) 422-0525 
Tami Jackson, tamara.jackson@wisconsin.gov; (608) 228-7285
CC: Wisconsin State Legislators
Real Lives, Real Work, Real Smart, Wisconsin 
Investing in People with Disabilities
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